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The present numerical exercise is complementing the paper with the same title.  

Abstract 

According to the rational theory of interaction the propulsive efficiency of a ship is
obtained as product of the 'efficiency' of the hull-propeller configuration and of the
hydraulic efficiency of the propeller, typically of value 0.8 .

The configuration efficiency depends on the frictional wake and resistance and on all
'additional' resistance components, normalised by the hull speed through the water and
the area of the 'equivalent' propeller operating in the energy wake.

In order to arrive at the configuration efficiency, the energy wake, alias frictional wake,
is estimated as function of the frictional momentum defect and the propeller loading,
assuming that the equivalent propellers always digest the whole energy wakes.

Further the predicted jet power is determined and shown to be a linear function of the
resistance component mentioned.  
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Normalised resistance values and energy wake fractions

At this stage eliminating the efficiency of the equivalent propeller results in the following
function for the energy wake fraction depending on the normalised frictional and additional
resistances

wake cF cA w  2

1 1 cF cA  1 w( )
2

2
1 w( ) w

cF


Thus the following function permits to determine the values of the energy wake fraction 
depending on the values of the normalised resistances and subsequently the values of all magnitudes
of interest.    

resists n( )

cRFi
0.15 0.02 i

cRAj
0.40 0.10 j

w 0.1

wEi j
root wake cRFi

cRAj
 w  w 

j 0 nfor

i 0 nfor

cRF cRA wE 



Values determined

n 8
i 0 n j 0 n

cRF cRA wE  resists n( )
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Energy wake fractions
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Hull influence ratios
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Equivalent propeller efficiencies

ηQJi j
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Normalised jet power
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Practical rule of  change

ΔcPJ ΔcRF ΔcRA  aF ΔcRF aA ΔcRA

Applications

Predictions compared 

Traditional procedure

Predicting jet power for smooth hull, 
adding roughness allowance
cPJ.trad cPJ.0 ΔcRF  cPJ.0 aA ΔcRF

Rational procedure

Predicting jet power for rough hull
based on jet power for smooth hull 

cPJ.rat cPJ.0 ΔcRF  cPJ.0 aF ΔcRF

Difference in jet power predicted,
traditionally over-estimated

ΔcPJ.pred cRF.1.ship cRF.0.ship  aAF cRF.1.ship cRF.0.ship 

Model test procedure

The forgoing example assumes, that the configuration efficiencies for smooth full scale
hulls are obtained computationally. If they are based on data acquired during model
tests with external forces simulating 'frictional deduction', the situation is much more
involved, values on model and full scale have to be distinguished.

In this case the only additional normalised forces accounted for are the normalised
frictional deduction cTF.mod and the normalised wave resistance cRW, the same on

model and full scale according to Froude scaling. The resulting law for the configuration
efficiency shows, that the crucial frictional term, dominant for large slow steaming ships,
requires prior knowledge that is not available for new types of ships.

As shown in the basic paper, with the definition of the normalised frictional deduction 

cTF.mod cRF.mod cRF.ship  cRF.mod cRF.ship

the jet power for the smooth full scale hull is under-estimated and the total jet power
may be under- or over-estimated according to the rule 

ΔcPJ.pred cRF.1.ship cRF.0.mod  aAF cRF.1.ship cRF.0.mod 

 In case of over-estimation the allowance to cope with the systematic error counter-
intuitively needs to be negative as before in case of the numerical prediction of the
smooth hull frictional resistance.

MS 19.12.2017 10:51 h Cpyright Michael Schmiechen  2017



Michael Schmiechen: On ship 
powering predictions

On_power_predictions.xmcd / 7

Further numerical studies

Further numerical studies can readily be performed as soon as data become available.  

Consequences 

The first result demonstrates, that predicting the required powers for smooth hulls and
crudely accounting for hull roughnesses over-estimates the configuration, thus
counter-intuitively requiring 'negative' allowances to correct the systematic errors.

The second result demonstrates, that the traditional model technique, crudely applying the
estimated frictional deductions as external forces, under-estimates the ship smooth hull jet
powers required. In this case the total allowances to correct the systematic errors may be
positive or negative.

The  reason for the fundamental systematic differences is the fact, that the frictional
resistances cannot correctly be treated as external forces.

Reference 

The detailed exposition of the theory underlying this numerical exercise has been
published in the '3rd, virtual INTERACTION 2017' on my website.   
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